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ROTARY-WING DRONE WITH
GEARLESS-DRIVE AND FAST-MOUNTING
PROPELLERS

The invention relates to the rotary-wing drones, such as
quadricopters. Such drones are provided with several propul-
sion units, with for each one a propeller driven by a respective
motor. The different motors can be controlled in a differenti-
ated manner to pilot the drone in attitude and speed. A typical
example of such a drone is the AR.Drone of Parrot SA, Paris.

The WO 2011/058257A1 describes more precisely the
structure of the propulsion units of this drone, which each
include a propeller driven a by an electric motor, via a system
for reducing the generally very high rotational speed of this
motor. The propulsion unit is moreover extended in its lower
portion by an excrescence forming a pad on which the drone
can be supported when it is on the ground, which avoid having
to provide additional feet on the drone body.

The propulsion unit has to be easily dismountable, to allow
the replacement of the motor as well as that of the propeller,
for example in case of damage on the latter after a shock
against an obstacle.

Ifitis desired to reduce the size of the drone, this reduction
also applies to the size of the propellers. Therefore, to have a
same lifting force with smaller propellers, it is advisable to
significantly increase their rotational speed, which leads to
use gearless motors, without speed reducer. They may be in
particular motors of the rotary-cage brushless synchronous
type, comprising a stator connected to the drone body and
carrying the windings, associated with a rotor consisted by
the rotary cage with its magnetic elements.

The propeller is in this case mounted directly on the rotor
cage, and rotates at the same speed than the latter. Concretely,
the propeller is fastened to the rotary cage by screws, or
mounted on the latter by means of a central nut that presses it
on the top of the cage.

The DE 10 2005 010 336 Al describes such a system for
mounting a propeller on a drone.

Such configuration has two drawbacks.

Firstly, the vertical bulk of the propulsion unit comprises
the height of the motor to which is added the thickness of the
propeller, corresponding mainly to the height of the blades,
as, due to the gearless drive, the propeller is necessarily
located above the motor, in the continuation of the rotary
cage. This bulk goes against the above-mentioned reduction
of the drone size.

Secondly, to mount and dismount each propeller, it is nec-
essary to use a tool such as a screwdriver or a wrench, or to
provide an additional locking component, liable to be lost
with time. If an interlocking fastening system is desired, a
difficulty arises resulting from the fact that the propeller is
integral with the rotary cage and that the latter is fully free in
rotation when the motor is not powered. At the time of dis-
mounting, it will be very difficult to separate the propeller
interlocked to the cage that is never braked, unlike a conven-
tional system in which the reducing gear train interposed
between the motor and the propeller opposes a resistance to
the rotation of the propeller when it is tried to manually rotate
the latter.

The CH333 967 Aand FR 2 117376 AS describe still other
systems for mounting a flying-toy propeller.

The object of the invention is to solve these two difficulties,
by proposing a new system for coupling a propeller and a
rotary cage of a synchronous motor, which:

minimises the vertical bulk of the motor-propeller unit;

allows fast fastening and dismounting of the propeller

to/from the rotary cage of the motor, with no tool; and
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2

allows to easily hold and immobilize the rotor cage with the
propeller mounted thereon, with only one hand, so that
the user can take the propeller with his other hand to
decouple it from the motor.

It will also be seen that the invention allows to have simple
foolproofing means for discriminating propellers visually
similar but designed to rotate in opposite directions. Indeed,
in a quadricopter, two diametrically opposed propellers rotate
in a same direction, which is opposite to that of the two other
propellers. The rotating and contra-rotating propellers are not
identical, and it is difficult to make the visual distinction
between them, so that it may be useful to have a foolproofing
system forbidding for example to mount propellers of a given
type on motors rotating in the opposite direction with respect
to that for which these propellers have been designed. To
achieve the above-mentioned objects, the invention proposes
a rotary-wing drone of the type known, for example, from the
above-mentioned DE 10 2005 010 336 Al, i.e. comprising a
drone body and a plurality of propulsion units each compris-
ing: a propeller comprising a hub and a plurality of blades;
and an electric motor of the rotary-cage brushless synchro-
nous type, with a stator connected to the drone body and a
rotor mobile about an axis of rotation of the motor for driving
the propeller. The propulsion unit is of the gearless type, the
rotor is rotationally integral with the propeller hub and inte-
gral with an upper flange extending in a radial plane with
respect to the axis of rotation, and means for gripping this
flange are provided.

Characteristically of the invention, reversible means are
provided for the fast coupling of the propeller to the rotor
between a decoupled position allowing the interlocking of the
hub onto the flange, and a locked position in which the hub is
mechanically made rotationally integral with the flange. The
switching from the decoupled position to the locked position
is operated by a relative rotation of the propeller hub with
respect to the flange by a fraction of a turn, in an opposite
direction with respect to the direction of rotation of the elec-
tric motor, and the means for gripping the flange are means for
gripping the latter in said locked position.

In a particular embodiment, the reversible fast coupling
means advantageously comprise: on the flange, a plurality of
studs arranged radially remote from the axis of rotation, each
stud comprising a rod portion topped with an enlarged head
adapted to ensure the holding of the hub against the flange;
and on the hub, a plurality of buttonholes whose number and
arrangement correspond to the number and arrangement of
the studs on the flange, each buttonhole comprising a curvi-
linear slot extending along a circumference, the width of the
slot corresponding to the rod portion of the corresponding
stud, and the slot comprising at a first end an enlarged portion
whose size allows the introduction of the stud head.

According to various subsidiary advantageous character-
istics:

in the locked position, the stud head projects above the

upper surface of the hub;

the flange gripping means comprise a projecting portion

with a ridge, formed on the stud heads;

the edges of the slot have an increased thickness near a

second end opposite to the first end, this thickness being
defined, with respect to the spacing between the upper
surface of the flange and the lower surface of the stud
head, so as to form with the stud head a loose fit in the
decoupled position and a press fit in the locked position;
the rotor comprises a cylindrical lateral skirt extending
from the upper flange, this skirt carrying magnetic ele-
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ments of the rotary cage and defining with the flange an
inner volume accommodating windings of the motor
stator;

foolproofing means are further provided, which comprise a

axis of the rotor, projecting, or not, above the flange and
a central orifice formed, or not, in the hub, so as to
prevent the interlocking of a hub devoid of a central
orifice onto a flange provided with a projecting axis.

An exemplary embodiment of the invention will now be
described, with reference to the appended drawings in which
the same references denote identical elements throughout the
figures.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a drone according to the
invention, with its four propulsion systems.

FIG. 2 is a detail perspective view of the central portion of
a propeller of the drone according to the invention, this pro-
peller being considered in insolation, showing the hub and the
blade roots.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the rotary-cage driving
motor, considered in isolation before the mounting of the
propeller.

FIG. 4 is a sectional view of the propulsion system accord-
ing to an axial plane, with the propeller fastened to the motor,
this figure showing in particular the inner structure of the
rotary-cage motor and the way the propeller hub is fastened to
this rotary cage.

FIGS. 5a and 56 are perspective views of the motor and the
propeller intended to explain how to mount the propeller to
the motor, at the time when the propeller is positioned above
the rotary cage of the motor and after the final assembly of
these two elements, respectively.

An embodiment of the invention will now be described,
which is given only by way of non-limitative example of
many variations of the different elements described that can
be contemplated without departing from the framework of the
invention.

In FIG. 1, the reference 10 generally denotes a drone of the
quadricopter type, with four propulsion systems 12. Each
propulsion system 12 comprises a fixed portion 14 accom-
modating the driving motor and connected to the body 16 of
the drone by an arm 18. The motor of each propulsion system
drives into rotation a respective propeller 20 extending in an
approximately horizontal plane above the fixed portion 14
and the arm 18. In the lower portion, the propulsion unit is
extended by a stirrup 22 forming a foot by which the drone
can be supported on the ground.

FIG. 2 illustrates in a perspective view the central portion
of a propeller of the drone according to the invention, con-
sidered in isolation.

This propeller includes essentially a hub 24 from which
extend radially blades 26, for example three in number in the
example illustrated. The hub 24 and the blades 26 are advan-
tageously made as a single part, for example from a plastic
material moulded as a single part.

Characteristically, the hub 24 comprises an upper wall 28
in the form of a flat disc extended at its periphery by an outer
cylindrical wall 30 carrying the blades 26. The upper wall 28
is provided with a plurality of buttonholes 32, preferably in a
number equal to that of the blades, each consisted by a slot 34
of substantially constant width, this slot being curvilinear and
extending remote from the central axis of the hub along a
circumference. The slot 34 includes two rounded ends, with a
front end 36 and a rear end 38 (these designations correspond-
ing to the direction of rotation of the propeller, as shown by
the arrow 40). The front end is rounded and has a width
identical to that of the slot, whereas the rear end 38 is
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enlarged, with for example a circular shape of a diameter
slightly higher than that of the width of the remaining of the
slot.

FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate the structure of the rotary-cage
motor, considered in isolation (FIG. 3, perspective view) or
with the propeller shown above it (FIG. 4, sectional view).
The motor 14 comprises a fixed portion 42 forming a support,
integral with the arm 18 of connection to the drone body and
provided with orifices 44 to allow the screwing of the foot 22
during a dismounting operation.

The fixed portion of the motor also carries a plurality of
fixed windings 46 wound on respective mandrels 48, these
windings 46 being wound about an axis oriented radially with
respect to the axis of rotation of the motor and constituting the
different elements of the stator of the synchronous motor
allowing the creation of a rotating field between the different
windings.

The other element of the motor is the rotor, consisted of a
rotary cage 50 to which the propeller is fastened for the
gearless driving of the latter.

More precisely, the rotary cage 50 comprises a lateral
cylindrical skirt 52 whose external diameter is equal to the
inner diameter of the cylindrical wall 30 of the propeller hub
24, so that this hub can be interlocked onto the rotary cage 50,
with a very slight clearance, so that the propeller can rotate
about the cage during the mounting/dismounting of this pro-
peller on the motor, as explained hereinafter with reference to
FIGS. 5a and 55.

The lateral skirt 52 carries, on the inner side, the magnetic
elements (permanent magnets) 54 intended to be driven by
the rotating field created by the windings 46 arranged oppo-
site to each other.

In the upper portion, the rotary cage comprises a flattened
face or flange 56 in the form of a flat disc, against which the
inner face of the upper wall 28 of the propeller hub is intended
to be applied when the latter is interlocked onto the rotary
cage. In the example illustrated, this flange 56 is connected to
the lateral skirt 52 by radial arms 58, so as to form openings
allowing to cool the windings and having further the advan-
tage to make the structure accordingly lighter.

The rotary cage 50 is mounted on a fixed central shaft 60 of
the motor, on which it can rotate freely, being never braked
when the motor is not powered.

The flange 56 of the rotary cage supports a plurality of
studs 62, whose number and arrangement correspond to those
of'the buttonholes 32 of the propeller hub. Each stud is formed
of a cylindrical central portion 64 topped with an enlarged
head 66. The spacing 68 between the surface of the flange 56
and the underside of the head 66 of the stud is equal to the
thickness of the upper wall 28 of the propeller hub, which
allows to constrain the latter in the vertical direction once the
propeller mounted on the motor.

Another function of the studs 62 is to allow to grip the rotor
with the hand when the propeller is mounted on the motor
(configuration of FIGS. 4 and 56) through projecting heads 66
that projects from the upper wall 28 of the propeller hub. In
order to avoid the sliding of the fingers on the heads of the
studs 66, these heads have sufficient height and diameter to be
gripped, and can possibly also have a ridge and another angu-
lar shape.

Finally, the studs 62 ensure the driving of the propeller by
the motor, through the cylindrical rod 64 of the stud, which
come in rest against the thickness of the hub at the front end
36 of the slot 32.

The studs 62 may be made in various manners, for example
moulded or machined in the upper portion of the rotary cage,
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or formed of added elements such a shouldered screws or
over-moulded or press-fit inserts.

FIGS. 5a and 56 are perspective views of the motor and the
propeller explaining how to mount the propeller on the motor,
at the time when the propeller is positioned above the rotary
cage of the motor and after the final assembly of these two
elements, respectively.

The first phase of the operation, illustrated in FIG. 5a,
consists in positioning the propeller above the motor so that
the heads of the studs 62 are located opposite the rear,
enlarged ends 38 of each of the buttonholes 32. The propeller
is then interlocked onto the rotary cage 50, the studs 62
passing through the buttonholes 32, by their head, at their
enlarged end.

The following phase, illustrated in FIG. 55, consists in
making the propeller rotate by a fraction of a turn in a direc-
tion (arrow 70) that is opposite to the direction of rotation of
the motor and the propeller (arrow 72). This operation allows
to position the cylindrical rod 64 of each stud against the front
end 36, hence allowing the transmission of the driving force
to the propeller by the rotary cage of the motor.

Advantageously, the thickness of the flange is slightly
increased in the region of the front end 36, so as to provide a
locking effect with press-fitting of the studs and the propeller
hub in the final operating position, which avoids too severe
dimensional tolerances on the dimensions of the studs.

It is possible to provide a simple foolproofing between the
rotating and contra-rotating propellers, respectively, of the
drone by forming, or not, according to the type of propeller, a
central opening 74 (FIGS. 2 and 5a) at the centre of the
propeller hub 24, and by providing to make, for the central
axis 60 of the motor, at the flange, a projecting portion 76 (as
in FIG. 4) or on the contrary a non-projecting portion (as in 76'
in FIGS. 3 and 5a). It hence becomes impossible to mount the
propellers devoid of a central orifice 74 on motors comprising
a projecting axis 76, and the user will be unable to mount the
four propellers of the drone in another way than in their
correct configuration of rotation.

The invention claimed is:
1. A rotary-wing drone (10) comprising a drone body (16)
and a plurality of propulsion units (12) each comprising:
a propeller (20) comprising a hub (24) and a plurality of
blades (26); and
an electric motor (14), with a stator connected to the drone
body and a rotor mobile about an axis of rotation of the
motor for driving the propeller,
wherein:
the propulsion unit is gearless;
the rotor is rotationally integral with the propeller hub and
integral with an upper flange (56) extending in a radial
plane with respect to the axis of rotation; and
means for gripping the flange are provided,
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characterized in that the propulsion units further comprise:
reversible means for the fast coupling ofthe propeller to the
rotor between:
a decoupled position allowing the interlocking of the
hub onto the flange, and
alocked position in which the hub is mechanically made
rotationally integral with the flange,
the switching from the decoupled position to the locked posi-
tion being operated by a relative rotation of the propeller hub
with respect to the flange by a fraction of a turn, in an opposite
direction with respect to the direction of rotation of the elec-
tric motor,
and said means for gripping the flange being means for grip-
ping the latter in said locked position.

2. The drone of claim 1, wherein the reversible fast cou-
pling means comprise:

on the flange, a plurality of studs (62) arranged radially

remote from the axis of rotation, each stud comprising a
rod portion (64) topped with an enlarged head (66)
adapted to ensure the holding of the hub against the
flange; and

on the hub, a plurality of buttonholes (32) whose number

and arrangement correspond to the number and arrange-
ment of the studs on the flange, each buttonhole com-
prising a curvilinear slot (34) extending along a circum-
ference, the width of the slot corresponding to the rod
portion of the corresponding stud, and the slot compris-
ing at a first end (38) an enlarged portion whose size
allows the introduction of the stud head.

3. The drone of claim 2, wherein, in the locked position, the
stud head projects above the upper surface of the hub.

4. The drone of claim 2, wherein the flange gripping means
comprise a projecting portion with a ridge, formed on the stud
heads.

5. The drone of claim 2, wherein the edges of the slot have
an increased thickness near a second end opposite to the first
end, this thickness being defined, with respect to the spacing
between the upper surface of the flange and the lower surface
of the stud head, so as to form with the stud head a loose fit in
the decoupled position and a press fit in the locked position.

6. The drone of claim 1, wherein the rotor comprises a
cylindrical lateral skirt (52) extending from the upper flange,
this skirt carrying magnetic elements (54) of the rotary cage
and defining with the flange an inner volume accommodating
windings (46) of the motor stator.

7. The drone of claim 1, wherein foolproofing means are
further provided, which comprise a axis of the rotor, project-
ing (76), or not (76'), above the flange and a central orifice
(74) formed, or not, in the hub, so as to prevent the interlock-
ing of a hub devoid of a central orifice onto a flange provided
with a projecting axis.
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